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I. HISTORICAL SOURCES AND HISTORY  

Historical science is based on historical sources, critical discussion, 

comparison, reliability, and synthesis. For this reason, this fact must 

be taken into account in the teaching of history, and historic re-

sources must be placed in the first place among all learning sources 

1. 

It should also be emphasized that historical sources provide a suita-

ble material basis for a proper understanding of historical facts and 

phenomena. Only historical sources not only expand the historical 

synthesis already given in textbooks but also deepen it, which makes 

the material more understandable to students and the teaching of 

history more vital. 2 

We know several types of historical sources. Among those suitable 

for history lessons in both primary and secondary school are:  

- material resources: archaeological finds (ruins of castles, 
towns, various monuments, dwellings, old objects, coins, 
clothes, and others),  

- written sources: history lessons include a variety of written 
messages (documents, chronicles, memoirs, newspaper arti-
cles, statistical reviews, and others). 

- oral sources: folk tradition, folk songs, fairy tales, customs 
and habits, stories,  

- pictorial sources (works of painting, sculpture, and architec-
ture), 

- literature as a historical source, 

- photography as a historical source,  

- postcard as a historical source,  

                                                             
1  Tomaž Weber, Zgodovinski viri (pisni, materialni in statistični podatki) pri pouku 

zgodovine, Sodobna pedagogika, letnik 38, št. 7-8, Ljubljana 1987, str. 381.  
2  Tomaž Weber, Teorija in praksa pouk zgodovine v osnovni šoli, DZS, Ljubljana 

1981, str. 64, 65. 
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- caricature as a historical source,  

- poster, - historical maps, 

 - diagrams and statistics,  

- modern media (audio and video sources),  

- information and communication technology in history les-
sons (internet, e-materials).  

Importance of resources:  

- resources allow students to come into direct contact with 
historical connections,  

- are original statements of the past, 

 - the ethos of historical science is built with resources; 
knowledge is reliable if resources support it,  

- working with resources promotes students' independence,  

- analysis of resources leads to scientific methods and to 
building competencies in working with documents,  

- working with resources enables research learning,  

- encourages questions.  

For successful work with historical sources in history lessons, it is 

necessary to provide some necessary conditions:  

- intelligibility of sources or language. It is also a good idea to 
show students an example of a written source so that they can 
see the writing, the way they seal or keep historical sources,  

- the appropriate selection of the relevant part or excerpt of 
the historical source. It is essential to choose only that part of 
the whole that we believe will best perform its gear and cog-
nitive task,  

- presentation of all terms, units, and quantities. It is also vital 
to present terms, units, and quantities in today's understand-
able representative elements to evaluate the source and its 
comprehensibility. If we do not, there cannot be proper per-
formances. This applies to measures for the number of sub-
stances, measures of length, the value of monetary units, size 
of holdings, and others,  
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- choice of methods. The choice of methods is also crucial for 
working with historical sources, which must be graded ac-
cording to the easiest to the most challenging principle.3 

In addition to providing the stated conditions, it is also necessary to 

provide didactic conditions for practical implementation. These 

conditions are:  

- the objectivity of resources,  

- learning-target orientation,  

- didactic adequacy of resources to learning objectives and the 
level of development and individual characteristics of stu-
dents,  

- availability of a variety of historical sources (texts, images, 
maps, charts, historical films, tables, ethnographic objects, 
memorials, living testimonies, and others),  

- the aesthetic and experiential value of the resource.4 

Historical sources can be used in four ways:  

- illustrative method,  

- method of proof,  

- analytical-synthetic method,  

- problem method or method of working with a source as a 
means of problem treatment.5 

                                                             
3  Tomaž Weber, Zgodovinski viri (pisni, materialni in statistični podatki) pri pouku 

zgodovine, Sodobna pedagogika, letnik 38, št. 7-8, Ljubljana 1987, str. 381. 
4  Pavla Karba, Raziskovalno učenje pri pouku zgodovine v osnovni in srednji šoli, 

Zgodovina v šoli, 12, št. 1, Ljubljana 2003,  str. 11-14. 
5   Dragan Potočnik, Zgodovina, učiteljica življenja, Založba Pivec, Maribor 2009, 

str. 105-110. 
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